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Further frustration over
derelict property

Darren Friel supports protest against Homeless
Shelter in East Park

72 Deans Road in it’s current state

1,267 signed a petition in protest at the Focus
Futures plan to house homeless 16 to 25 - year olds
on the East Park estate. Lib Dem candidate Darren
From left to right Tom Stringer, Darren Friel,
Friel has thrown his weight behind the petition
Rita Gretton, and Mike Nicholls at the Civic
because the hostel threatened to impose on local
centre Photo by Wolverhampton Chronicle.
primary schools and elderly residents in the area.
Darren accompanied Rita Gretton, petition organiser and other fellow protesters to the council
offices, to hand in the petition. Darren said; “The proposals for the siting of this complex is highly
inappropriate and totally opposed by the residents of the estate. 1,267 have signed the petition,
with 180 putting pen to paper in the first 3 hours. I will be posting further updates in my Focus
leaflets.

Darren Friel can report that the owner of 72
Deans Road has objected to the proposed
compulsory purchase order and further
delays are now inevitable. Darren says “This
is disgraceful, it has been going on for far too
long and is having an extremely bad affect on
the nearby houses. This eyesore is knocking
up to £4,000 off current valuations on some
properties. The council must get its act
together and ensure the owner completes
repairs quickly or take possession of this
property with force. Enough is enough, I vow
to keep up the pressure regardless.

Rise in Council Tax bills will
Lead to cut in Public Services

No Plastic and Cardboard Recycling

Council tax bills in England are set to rise by about 4% on average this
year, according to a Local Government Association study of 100 draft
council budgets. This was published on the day of the local
government finance settlement. The average council tax per dwelling
in England and Wales has now increased by 96% since 1997/8, from
£554 to over £1000 in 2007/08. Council tax increases this year are
likely to push the increase to over 100%. A report published today by
the New Local Government Network has proposed replacing council
tax with a local property levy. Our Labour lead Wolverhampton council
is predicted to raise our council tax rate by 4.9 per cent for 2008/09.
“This will be more than double the rate of inflation. Darren Friel said,
“The Government's failure to properly fund local authorities will mean
large increases in council tax bills and cuts to services relied upon by
vulnerable people.

Enterprise, the company responsible for removing house hold waste and
recyclable materials have confirmed to Darren Friel that Wolverhampton
Council does not have enough money to introduce kerbside collections of
plastics and cardboard. Because of this appalling mismanagement
residents of East Park Ward will not be able to benefit from door-to-door
collections of plastics and cardboard for the foreseeable future. Lib Dem
Candidate for East Park Ward Darren Friel said, “I am very angry &
disappointed with the Labour controlled Council. Introducing kerbside
does have a cost, but the environmental cost of not doing this is far
greater” It is madness for householders to make special journeys to Shaw
Road waste site to recycle their plastics and cardboard. It would be a
much more efficient use of energy for Wolverhampton Council to collect
the waste at the kerbside. “ This Council does not appear to be interested
in green issues.” Darren Friel said “This service would be of great benefit
to our city and Wolverhampton deserves it.”
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Local residents have contacted me regarding the litter and dog-fouling around
Brooklands Parade, East Park Way, Deans Road, and Hollington Road.
New legislation allows councils to punish anti-social dog owners and litter louts with
penalties of £65 and £75 respectively for each offence.

1. DOG FOULING ORDER
It is now an offence for dog owners to allow their dogs to foul and not remove mess
on virtually all open land in Wolverhampton to which the public have access.
Residents are urged to contact Wolverhampton Council if they witness a dog owner
not cleaning their dog’s mess.
2. OFF THE LEAD
It is an offence to allow your dog off its lead on the A454 Willenhall Road, Lower
Horseley Fields, Horseley Fields.
3. OFF THE LEAD IN PUBLIC SPACES
It is also an offence for a person to fail to put a lead on their dog when directed to
do so by an authorised officer of the Council.

LITTER LEGISLATION
Wolverhampton Council has given out almost ’100 ‘On the Spot’ fines of £75
(regardless of age) for littering in Bentley Bridge, Wednesfield. School children have
been seen throwing chip papers even when rubbish bins are provided to dispose of
them properly. Be warned, the Council will prosecute wherever possible.

Darren sets to work on the improvement of
road surfaces in East Park Ward

Road
Work
Ahead

Darren Friel has been contacted by a number of residents in the area concerned
by the increase in pot holes and collapsing drain head covers. Darren can now
report that some work has now taken place in Woodstock Road. Darren said,
“Highways has taken prompt action on a drain head cover in Woodstock road,
that was very near collapse. “The recent heavy works traffic has had an impact
on the road surfaces in Woodstock road and Mayfield road. I have reported
these findings to the Highways Department and officers are dealing with
requests. Poor road surfaces and drain head covers have also been reported in
Julian road and in Brooklands Parade at the junction with Willenhall road.

you can always write free
of charge to:
Darren Friel
Liberal Democrats
Free post
WV 2092
Wolverhampton WV4 4BR
My name.......................................................................

No Problem too small!

My problem is:

If you spot something
that needs attention
contact

Darren Friel
I will try to take
prompt action
wherever
possible.

address ...............................................................................
..................................................................................................
Attach separate sheet if necessary

How to contact Darren Friel and
the Focus Team

Darren Friel
Price Fare
General Store

Call now for a free no - obligation quote

Tel :01902 866438 0r 07866 324 806

79A Willenhall Road, Wolverhampton
WV1 2HW
Tel : 01902 459943
Mon - Sat 5am - 10pm
Sun 6am - 9pm
Off-Licence
Lotto
Newpapers
Payzone
Gas / Electric
Top-Ups

Working for you &
Putting people first

Phone : 01902 560398
Email : darrenfriel@blueyonder.co.uk
Lib Dem Office : 01902 555005 between 3 pm - 5 pm
24 hour answer phone at our office

Liberal Democrats get things done

