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Working Together

Woodcross Housing
Office Closure
Wolverhampton Homes has decided to close Woodcross Housing Office from February

Cllr Richard Whitehouse (centre) leads
the protest outside the Woodcross
Housing Office

Your Councillors along with all three Tenants and
Residents Associations and the local Labour Party are
totally opposed to this closure. A vote of no confidence
in Wolverhampton Homes has already been passed at the
South East Housing Consultation Committee and Cllr
Whitehouse is moving a similar motion at the next Full
Council Meeting on February 7th. Cllr Mike Heap said,
“This plan must be resisted at all costs because many
people only trust paying their council rent and/or council
tax across a counter to receive a receipt. To make
residents, especially the elderly and infirm, to travel
either into Wolverhampton or Bilston to do so, is simply
unfair.” Cllr Richard Whitehouse added, “Wolverhampton
Homes intend to open an office, at great expense, in the
City centre using funds saved from closing branch
offices. They should be forced to remain in the Civic
Centre and keep the branch offices open.”

Working T
ogether
Together
Your Liberal Democrat Councillors Mike
Heap and Richard Whitehouse are working
closely with your Liberal Councillor Malcolm
Gwinnett on a number of ward issues for
the benefit of all. On one issue, the closure
of Woodcross Housing Office, they are also
working closely with the Tenants and
Residents Associations and the local Labour
candidate.
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Telecommunications Mast on Hurst Hill
It is with regret that Focus brings you the
news that on appeal to the Planning
Inspectorate in Bristol permission has been
granted for a new O2 telecommunications
mast near to the Gate Hangs Well public
house. This is despite Wolverhampton
Council turning down the original
application following our petition and your
Councillors objections to the planning
inspectorate once the appeal had been
lodged. The inspector, as we advised in
our own letter to the petitioners, ignored
any health ground objections as the

Rookery Lodge

Government has directed that these must not
be taken into account. Unfortunately, other
than our own objections on the grounds of
visual amenity and highway grounds very few
were submitted by others. Thus the appeal
was allowed. A second company has now
applied for a very similar mast on the same
location and subsequent to the first being
allowed we believe it is certain that this also
will be granted. This is sad news for the
residents of Hurst Road and adjacent
streets.
Coming soon to
Hurst Hill - at
least one of these

This eyesore building is to be demolished very shortly and building work to provide a small care facility and
22 houses is to be started soon after ground stabilisation measures have been taken. Cllr Mike Heap said,
“The whole sorry saga of this former nursing home closure, sale and then slow destruction by vandals is
nearing an end. The new development is at least something we can say will improve this site and remove the
ugly eyesore local people have had to endure.”

Lanesfield Hardware
49 Wood Street, Lanesfield
tel 353234
Prop. Mrs Blackford

Curtain wire 15p /metre compost 11p /½
/½kg
.
Growmore 15p /½
/½kg grass seed £1 54 /½
/½kg
Feed & weed 27p /½
/½kg cat litter 15p /½
/½kg
rabbit food 26p /½
/½kg
Sodium Chlorate weedkiller 77p /½
/½kg
Keys Cut, Paint and electrical goods

open 7 days a week

J.H. Property Specialists
Brickwork, Carpentry
Painting & decorating
plastering, tiling
roofing, guttering, facias, plumbing

Springvale’s three councillors on their way to
present the petition

Cllrs Mike Heap, Richard Whitehouse and Malcolm Gwinnett
handed in the Focus petition regarding the loss of the 223
service to the Black Country Regional Director of Travel West
Midlands. At the meeting a detailed discussion was held and a
number of alternatives suggested by Cllr Richard Whitehouse
were debated. The bus company then agreed to investigate in
detail a couple of suggestions and have subsequently driven a
test bus over one route. Cllr Whitehouse said, “I am confident
that we may have a new service in the spring. I will keep you
informed through Focus of any developments.”

PD M P A V I N G

13 Fieldhouse Road, Ettingshall Park
Wolverhampton WV4 6JS

St. Leonard’s Church
Walsall Street
BILSTON
WV14 0AT
tel: 01902 405878

Specialists in block paving, patios,
slabbing, driveways, pathways,
decorative walls and fencing.
All work guaranteed.

No job too small
tel: 01902 833131
mob: 07754 557861

Parish of Bilston
Special Projects

No job too big or too small
15 Fieldhouse Road, Parkfields,
Wolverhampton WV4 6JS

tel: 654255
mob 07989 238510

Michael
Reaney
Decorators
Social Enterprise of the
Parish of Bilston Special Projects
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Cllr Mike Heap Reselected
Cllr Mike Heap has been reselected as the Liberal Democrat candidate for Springvale Ward in
the elections to be held in May 2007.
Mike says “I have been privileged to represent this Ward for the last eight years and am grateful
for the opportunity to continue to serve the people of Springvale Ward.”
Councillor Richard Whitehouse said, “I believe most people will agree with me in saying Mike
has made a great impression on our ward. He has dealt successfully with many individual problems
and campaigned vigorously on ward wide issues. I believe he fully deserves our support.”
Cllr Mike Heap

Vandalism

Commemorative bench

Unfortunately many parts of our area have suffered from wanton
vandalism in recent months. Perhaps one of the most mindless
was the breaking down of the recently planted saplings in Laburnum
Road. These had been planted after a great deal of pressure from
local residents over a few years to replace old dead and removed
trees. Within a week of being planted they were vandalised. Cllr
Mike Heap said, “If anyone has any information they can pass it
on in confidence to me and I will see if we can catch the culprits
and have them punished.”

A commemorative bench for the late Ray Stanton has been
unveiled by the Mayor on Hill Avenue play area. Malcolm
Gwinnett said, “Ray was the force behind the inauguration of
the Hill Avenue Tenants and Residents Association and its
chair for a decade years. He was also the keen guardian of
the Hill Avenue play area and so this bench is a fitting tribute
to his memory.”
Photo: The Mayor of Wolverhampton tests
the new bench as Cllrs Gwinnett, Heap,
Whitehouse and Mrs Stanton look on.
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Post - use the form on this Focus and the
Freepost address. No stamp is needed.

!

If you have a problem ....
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Phone - Numbers are below

My name .................................................................................

3

Email - addresses below.

address ...................................................................................

4

In person - Call in at a Saturday Advice Centre

....................................................................................................

My problem is:

you can always write free of charge to

Liberal Democrats
FREEPOST WV 2092
18 Ettingshall Park Farm Lane
WOLVERHAMPTON WV4 4BR

℡Phone your Focus Team
Cllr Whitehouse 659835 1 pm- 5 pm
Cllr Mike Heap
754030
Office
555005 3 pm - 5 pm
24 hour answerphone at our office
Email.
Richard.Whitehouse@wolverhampton.gov.uk
Michael.Heap@wolverhampton.gov.uk

Councillors’ Saturday Advice
Centres
no appointment necessary
1st Saturday in the month
Hill Avenue School
11 am to 12 noon
Manor School
12 noon to 1 pm
3rd Saturday in the month
Springvale School
11 am to 12 noon
Lanesfield School
12 noon to 1 pm
Except Bank holiday weekends

T ee
pee Accountanc
y
eepee
Accountancy
Ser vices Ltd.

43 Wendover Road Ettingshall Park
Wolverhampton WV4 6ND
01902 663125 or
07931 639 664
Accountancy and Taxation services
Fixed fee quotes at competitive rates

Call the above number for a
free initial consultation

Chris Caddick
High Class traditional
family butcher
Full range of groceries
and green groceries
Personal friendly ser
vice
service
124 Childs Avenue
Woodcross Est. Coseley

01902 663603

Louise’s Catering
All occasions catered for.
Discos, balloons
Chocolate fountains
for a free quote and menu
tel 01902 569700
mob 07929 797356

